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Re:

COPY
PLATEAU MINING CORPORATION
P.O. Box 30
Helper, UT 84526

March 12,2010

Mr. Daron Haddock
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple, Suite 12l0
P.O.  Box  145801
Salt Lake Ciry, Utah 84114-5801

2009 Annual Report. Plateau Minins Corporation" Willow Creek Mine - C/007/0038

Dear Mr. Haddock

Plateau Mining Ciorporation is herewith submitting one copy of the Willow Creek Mine 2009 Annual
Report for the Salt Lake City Office. One copy for the Price Field Office has been hand delivered to Mr.
Steve Demczak.

lf you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Clontroller and Administrative Manaser
(35) 650:2951
dware@alphanr.com

Enclosures
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For additional information
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This Annual Report shows information the Division has for your mine. Please review the information to see if it
i s cu:rent. If the infotmation needs to be updated please do so in this document. At the end of each section the operator is
esked to venfu if the information is correct. Please answer these questions and make all comments on this document.
Submit the completed document and any additional information identified in the Appendices to the Division by April 30,
2010. During a complete inspection an inspector will check and verifu the information. To enter text, click in the cell and
lype your response. You can use the tab key to move from one freld to the next. To enter an X in a box, click next to the
box, right click, and select Foperties, then the checked circle, then hit enter, or hit the unchecked circle if the X is to be
r-emoved.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Creek Mine

4123t2011

Permittee Name
Mine Name
Operator Name

(If other then permittee)
Permit Expiration Date
I)ermit Number

,.\uthorized Representative Title
l'hone Number

Fax Number
lmail Address
VIailins Address

c/007/0038
Dennis Ware. Controller
(435) 6s0-2esr
(43s) 472-047s

dware@alphanr.com
Plateau Mining Corporation
P.O.  Box 30
Helper, Utah 84526-0030

Dennis N. WareDesignated Representative
l{esident Agent
Itesident Agent Mailing Address
Nr:mber of Binders Submitted

C.T. Corporation
50 West Broadway, Salt Lake CiW, UT 84101

IDENTIFICATION OF OTHER PERMITS

Identify other permits that are required in conjunction with mining and reclamation activities.

ID Number
N4SHA Mine ID(s)

N4 SHA Impoundment(s)

iration Date
42-02113 Lesal Identi

NPDES/UPDES Permit(s) May l, 2013

l'SD Permit(s) (Air) DAOE-O37-00 val Order
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Operator, please update any incorrect information.

CERTIFIED REPORTS

List the certified inspection reports as required by the rules and under the approved plan that must be
periodically submitted to the Division. Specify whether the information is included as Appendix A to this
leport or currently on file with the Division.

(lertilied Reports: Required
Yes N

Included
Included

or DOGM file location
Vol. Chapter, Po c ol,

l lxcess Spoil Piles LJ X !

l lefuse Piles X l_l X

Impoundments X U X

Other

IJ LJ IJ

TT n

erator Commen

lnspector:
Has the operator complied with this section? Yes I No I
lnspector Comnents:

COMMITMENTS AND CONDITIONS

The Permittee is responsible for ensurirg annual technical commitrnents in the MRP and conditions
accepted with the permit are completed throughout the year. The Division has identified these commitments
below ald has provided space for you to report what you have done during the past year for each commihnent.
lf the particular section is blank, no commitment has been identified and no response is required for this report.
lf additronal written response is required, it should be filed under Appendix B to this report.

ts:

Admin R645-301-100

Sorls R645-301-200

lSiology R645-301-300 Ve etatlve sam

landuse, Cultural Resources. Air

for

lSngineering R645-30 1 -500

R645-301- 400

ar 4 of the liabili eriod com leted.
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Geology R645-301-600

i lrlydrol R645-301-700

& Insurance R645-301-800

Other Commitments

xRerninder: If equipment has been abandoned during 2009, an amendment must be submitted that includes a map
showing rts location, a description of what was abandoned, whether therc were any hazardous or toxic materials and any
revision to the PHC as necessary.

REPORTING OF' OTHER TECHNICAL DATA

List other technical data and information as required under the approved plan, which must be
Periodically submitted to the Division. SpeciS whether the information is included as Appendix B to this
feport or cunently on file with the Division.

Water Monitorins each quarter which is on lile with the Division

Legal i Financial Update Required Included or
Yes No Included

DOGM File location
Vol, Chapter, Page

On.tutor 
Comments:

I  nspector:
I lzrs the operator comphed with this section? Yes I No f
Inspector Comments:

LEGAL, FINANCIAL, COMPLIANCE A}{D RELATED INFORMATION

Change in administration or corporate structure can often bring about necessary changes to information
Found in the mining and reclamation plan. The Division is Requesting that. each permittee review and update
the legal, financial, compliance and related information in the plan as part of the annual report. Please provide
the Depafiment of Commerce, Annual Report of Officers, or other equivalent information as necessary to
ensure that the information provided in the plan is current. Provide any other change as necessmy regarding
land ownership, lease acquisitions, lega1 results from appeals ofviolations, or other changes as necessary to
Lrpdate information required in the mining and reclamation plan. Include certified financial statements, audits or
worksheets, which may be required to meet bond:ing requirements. Speciff whether the information is currently
on hle with the Division or included as Appendix C to the report.

Annual Report Officers
partment of Commerce, Volume 1, Section 2.1) Figure 2.1-l (updated 1110912009)
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N{APS

Copies of mrne maps, current and up-to-date through at least December 31, 2009, are to be provided to the
l)ivision as Appendix D to this report in accordance with the requirements of R 645-301-525.240. The map copies shall
be made in accordance with 30 CFR 75.1200 as required by MSHA. Mine maps are not considered confidential. (Please
provide a CD.)

llorfidential infbrmation is limited to:

R645-3oo-124.31o. Information that pertains only to the analysis of the chemical and physical properties ofthe coal to be
nlined, except information on comporents ofsuch coal which are potentially toxic in the environnrent.

R645-3oo-124.33o. Information on the nature and location of archeological resources on public land and Indian land as
required under tlre Arctreological Resources Protection Act of rgZg (p.L. 96-gS, 93 Stat. 72i, 16 U.S.C. 4Zo).

R645-3o1-322, l"isLr and Wildlife Information; R64s-3or-g2z.roo, tie scope and level ofdetail for such infbrmation will be
detclnriled by the Divisjon in consultation wi$ state and fedeial agencies witti respousibilities for fish and wildlife and will be
sufficient to design the protection and enhancement plalr required under R645-3o1-g33 and R64S-So1-322.23o, other species or
habitats identified throrgh agency consultation as requiring ipecial protection under state or federal law; R645-3o1-333.30o,
Inciudc protective measures that will be used during the active mining phase ofoperation.

-. -'Ihe Division will provide procetlures, incluiling notice and oppoftunity to be heard for persons both seeking and opposing
olsciosl l le .

N{ap Number(s
Annual subsidence map
N4ine ntap

[)ther maps

Ma Title/

Operator Comments:

Qrrp...o*
IIas the operator complied with this section? yes I No D

Confidential
Yes No

Inspector Comments:
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OTHERINF'ORMATION

Please provide any comments of further information to be included as part of the Annual Report. Any
other attachments are to be provided as Appendix E to this report. If information is submitted as a group rather
then by individual mine, please identify each of the mine's data in the list below.

Additional attachment to this report? Yes X NoI

Overview of reclamation, Permitting and Phased Bond Release Activities

Operator Comments:

I uspector:
I las the operator complied with this section? Yes I No I
lnspector Comments:
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APPENDIX A

Certified Reports

Excess Spoil Piles
Refuse Piles

Impoundments

As required under R645-301-514

CONTENTS
Reluse Pile Inspection Reports for 2009
Sedimentation Pond Inspections Reports for 2009



Quarterly Refuse Pile Inspections
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APPENDIX B

Reporting of Technical Data

Including monitoring data, reports, rnaps, and other information
As required under the approved plan or as required by the Division

In accordance with the requirement of R645-310-130 and R645-301-140

CONTENTS
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APPENDIX C

Legal Financial, Compliance and Related Information

Annual Reporl of Officers
As submitted to the Utah Department of Commerce

Other change in ownership and control information
As required under R645-301-110

'comrnxrs
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APPENDIX D

Mine Maps

As required under R645-302 -525 -27 0
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APPENDIX E

Other Information

In accordance with the requirements of R645-301 and R645-302

CONTENTS
overview of Reclamation and Phased Bond Release Activitv



WILOWCREEKMINE
Permit Number C/007/0038

Overview of Reclamation, Permitting and Phased bond Release Activities
2049 Annual Report

The Willow Creek Mine is located approximately 4 miles north of Helper, Utah where
the Price River and Willow Creek have cut canyons through the western Book Cliffs Coal
Field. A perfonnance bond in the amount of $2,175,114 is held to ensure that all
reclamation responsibilities are accomplished. The Permit expires on April 24,201I.

Mining has occurred in this area since the late 1800's. Following initial settlement of the
area, development occurred fairly rapidly with the discovery of extensive coal reserves in
late 1870's and construction of the railroad in the late 1870's and early 1BB0's. Active
underground mining operations continued from the 1870's through 1940's when coal
demand and production began to decline, due to reduced postwar demand of industrial
production and the shift to diesel railroad engines. The Castle Gate Mine No.1 , 2 and 4,
which are encompassed by the Willow Creek Mine permit boundary, were developed and
operated fi'om 1888 through 1972, when the last of the mines closed.

The Willorv Creek Mine received its mining and reclamation permit in 1996. Mining
continued until July 31, 2000. The mine went into permanent cessation with demolition
activities commencing in the spring 2002 with removal of the overland conveyor and
storage facilities on the mine site proper. In the fall of 2002, the fan intake shaft was
completely backfilled with incombustible material, and the five portals were sealed.

In 2003, reclamation related activities included: the demolition, shaft backfilling,
reshaping, drainage construction, and reseeding of the Crandall Canyon facilities; the
demolition of the overland conveyor, stacking tubes, crushing facility, preparation plant,
and other facilities associated with the preparation and loading of the coal and disposal of
coal processing waste. Also tn2003, approximately 20,000 feet of power line and poles
commencing in Sowbelly Gulch and traversing to Hardscrabble Canyon and ending in
Crandall Canyon were removed.

In 2004, reclamation related activities included: the reshaping, drainage construction and
reseeding of the Schoolhouse Canyon refuse pile, the preparation plant and coal storage
areas, the overland conveyor corridor including the long and short tunnels, the Willow
Creek topsoil stockpile area, the temporary trailer/offi ce area, Gravel Canyon and the
mine facilities area including the highwall at and above the five mine portals. Also in
2004, the area around the western most shafts in Crandall Canyon was reshaped and
reseeded due to settling that had taken place since the shaft was backfilled in 2003. Also
rn 2004, seedlings were planted on the Crandall Canyon reclaime d area.



In 2005 the demolition of the train loadout facility was completed leaving the earthwork
and seeding of this small area as the only remaining reclamation project to be
accomplished under the SMCRA permit. Also in 2005 the area around the western most
shaft in Crandall Canyon was reshaped and reseeded due to settling that had taken place
since the shaft was reshaped rn 2004.

In April of 2005 the Permittee submitted a request for phase I bond release on 5.75 acres
in Gravel Canyon. On September 8, 2005 DOGM conducted their on-site bond release
inspection and on Septemb er 27 , 2005 issued a report stating that the site met the
minimum requirements for phase I bond release.

In September 2005, the Permittee submitted a request for Phase I bond release on 49.1
acres of land related to the Schoolhouse Canyon Refuse Pile and for Phase III bond
release on 46.2 acres of land related to the Preparation Plant Area which had been sold to
the Price River Water Improvement District. On May 11,2006, the DOGM performed
the phased bond release site inspection and on October 27, 2006 issued a report stating
that the site met the requirements for the requested Phase I and Phase III bond release.

In April of 2006 the earthwork reshaping and reseeding of the train loadout facility area
was completed. The demolition of this site was done in 2005. Also, in December of
2006, the area around the western most shaft in Crandall Canyon was reshaped and
reseeded due to settling (approximately three feet) that had taken place since the shaft
was last reshaped in 2005.

In May of 2006, the Permittee submitted a request for Phase I bond release on 20.8 acres
of land related to the Overland Conveyor Corridor and for Phase III bond release on 36.4
acres of land related to the Mine Buildings and Facilities. On June 8, 2006 the DOGM
performed the phased bond release site inspection of the substation area and on July 28,
2006 issued a report stating that the site met the requirements for the requested Phase I
and Phase III bond release.

On November 27 ,2006 it was discovered that the return air shaft (also known as shaft #2
or the eastern shaft) in Crandall Canyon, which was backfilled in 2003, had settled
significantly and an unknown quantity of water was entering the shaft from a horizon
estimated to be within the top 100 feet of the shaft opening. The Permittee though a
contractor, attempted to refill the shaft with the surrounding material but the water
standing irr the shaft came to the surface and discharged into Crandall Canyon and
eventually into the Price River. In December, aheavy gauge wire mesh was placed over
the open shaft and a 6 foot chain link fence was build around the shaft for safety
purposes. It was determined that the best course of action would be to wait until spring
of 2007 to firlher address this situation.

In 2007 the UPDES permit was modified to allow for an outfall in Crandall Canyon
(outfall # 016) to discharge clean water from the Crandall Canyon#2 shaft. The Division
authorrzed emergency approval to excavate a temporary holding and evaporation pond to



hold the dirty water from the shaft. This pond was constructed approx. 100 feet to the
West of the #2 shaft and the dirty water was placed into this pond for settlement and
evaporation. On July 20tl' all of the dirty water from the shaft had been placed in the
pond and the shaft was backfilled. It was determined that when the pond dried up final
reclamation of the pond and shaft areawould be accomplished.

In April of 2008 the UPDES permit was renewed. In July of 2008 the pond constructed
near the #2 shaft in Crandall Canyon, which held the water placed in it in July of 2007,
had completely evaporated and the final reclamation of this pond was completed and the
reclaimed aLrea was reseeded. In August of 2008 the Division approved the removal of
the Barn Canyon shaft from the permit and reduced the bond by $ 100,000; the Barn
Canyon Shaft was never constructed and the land was never disturbed. In august of 2008
the two renraining outfalls in the UPDES permit were inactivated. These two outfalls are,
001 which is the pond which is now part of the College of Eastern Utah's Western
Energy Training Center which will likely never discharge and 016 which was the
temporary Crandall Canyon #2 shaft and Pond which had been backfilled and reclaimed
in July of 2008. Inspecti'ons of pond 001 continue to be done quarterly. Also in 2008 the
year-four revegetation studies were completed for Crandall Canyon, Gravel Canyon, the
Schoolholrse Canyon Refuse Pile and the Conveyor Corridor.

In November of 2009 the Permittee submitted a Phase I Bond Release Application for the
Crandall Canyon portion of the Willow Creek permit.


